
A Journey on the C & O Canal 

You are about to read a fictional journal written by 9 year-old  
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ мутсΦ  

  
aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǘŜƭƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 
cargo up and down the C & O Canal in the mid-муллΩǎΦ  

                                            Washington County Public Schools  C & O Canal National Historical Park  
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.ǳǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΧ 



The C & O Canal 
Geography and History in our own backyard!   

Williamsport, Maryland ς ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎ 
 



Where is the C & O Canal? 
The Potomac River forms the boundary 
between Maryland and West Virginia, 
and then Maryland and Virginia.  
 

Can you locate those state boundaries? 
 

The C and O Canal was built alongside 
the Potomac River.  
 

The canal began at the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay near Georgetown, 
which is part of Washington, DC.  
 

The canal ended in Cumberland, 
Maryland (*.) 
 

The original plan was to build the canal 
all the way to the Ohio River in 
Pennsylvania so that boats could travel 
to the West, but that never happened.  
 
Now you know why the canal was 
named C for the Chesapeake Bay and O 
for the Ohio River! 
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¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ 
The Potomac River forms the boundary 
between Maryland and West Virginia, 
and then Maryland and Virginia.  
 

Can you locate those state boundaries? 
 

The C and O Canal was built alongside 
the Potomac River.  
 

The canal began at the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay near Georgetown, 
which is part of Washington, DC.  
 

The canal ended in Cumberland, 
Maryland (*.) 
 

The original plan was to build the canal 
all the way to the Ohio River in 
Pennsylvania so that boats could travel 
to the West, but that never happened.  
 
Now you know why the canal was 
named C for the Chesapeake Bay and O 
for the Ohio River! 
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Lucky Us! 
Now that you know where the  
C and O Canal is located, notice the 
smiley face.  
 
It shows Washington County, 
Maryland, our home! 
 
We live right in the middle of what 
some people call 184 ½ miles of 
adventure!  
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ / ŀƴŘ h /ŀƴŀƭ 
stretches for 184 ½ miles from 
Georgetown to Cumberland.  
 
We can easily visit many areas along 
the canal, and learn about what life 
was like when the boats traveled 
ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎΦ  
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So what exactly is a canal? 
Mule walking on the towpath towing the boat  

A canal is an artificial 
(manmade) waterway for  
shipping, for irrigation, or for 
recreational use. 

In a canal, a boat can travel in 
either direction, something they 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ǊƛǾŜǊǎΧ 

Canal  
Boat 



especially at some places where the 
Potomac River is rather rocky! 





 The Race Between the C & O Canal and the B & O Railroad 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Construction of the B and O Railroad was also started in 1828. 
 

B stands for Baltimore. Can you guess what O stands for?  
 

Use the timeline below to notice which form of transportation  
reached Cumberland first, and how the B & O won the race. 
                                                            
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 

President  John Quincy Adams broke ground for the 
C and O Canal in 1828. 
 

It took 22 years to build the canal as far as Cumberland! 
 

By then, the cost and hard work  
made it too hard to continue. 
 

More important, a better form 
of transportation made it possible 
to move goods to the West: 

C & O Construction Started 
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.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ WƻǳǊƴŜȅΧ 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  

 

Their trip from Cumberland to Georgetown begins on Monday, June 7, 1876.  

How long ago was that?  

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ς 135 years ago! 

 

Read the Introduction ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ м ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
and about the interesting name they have for their boat! 

 



Monday, June 7, 1876 
Leaving Cumberland 

Use your map to chart 
ǘƘŜ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅΩǎ ǘǊƛǇ ōȅ 
writing in the stops 
along the way. 
 

Mark the first spot near 
the 180 mile marker as 
Cumberland.  
 

¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ 
them 8 days.  
 

Since the trip is  184  1/2 
miles, about how many 
miles will they travel in 
one day? 
 

Are you tired yet? 





Coal 



 

 

 

ÅwŜŀŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ н ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ ƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΦ  

 

 

Å¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ LŘŀΣ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ άŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 



 
 
 

 
What do you learn about Michael and the 
life he has led growing up on the C and O Canal? 
 
How does Michael seem to feel about his 
responsibilities? 
 
How do you think you would like life on the canal 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΚ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Mules had both a longer life span and a 
longer work life than horses and could 
pull a canal boat for up to twenty years if 
they were taken care of. 

Most mules on the C&O 
Canal weighed about 1000 
pounds, stood about 15 
άƘŀƴŘǎϦ ǘŀƭƭ όƻƴŜ ϦƘŀƴŘϦ 
equals four inches) at the 
point where the neck meets 
its body and cost about $125 
each. 

A mule is a hybrid animal, a 
mix of a female horse and a 
male donkey.  Remember, 
"M" for mom, "M" for mare 
and "D" for dad, "D" for 
donkey. Switching the 
parents will produce a 
hinny.  



I enjoyed being with the mules. I had a lot of fun with the mules. A mule is intelligent. He has 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΦ !ƴŘ ƎƻƻŘΦ DŜƴǘƭŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ ŀ ƳǳƭŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ǘǊŜŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
right." 
-Jacob Myers 



http://www.nps.gov/choh/planyourvisit/meetthemules.htm 
 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal maintains a 
stable of six to eight mules for its interpretive 
canal boat operations. The mules are a great 
favorite of park visitors.  

¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜΧ 


